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Ernest Fruge, M.A, LMSW, C-SSWS
578 Alden Street
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70605

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics \o’gy
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Dear Mr. Fruge, &\%’ &

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its meeting on October 8, 2021 @g@der@d your request
for an advisory opinion as to whether the Code of Governmerg@xt gﬁilcﬁ“COde ’) would
prohibit you from providing autism spectrum assessments t%@hlkcﬁ’em

FACTS PROVIDED & & <5

&’ & >
You are currently employed by the Calcaswu&Pa@% \,\School Board as a school
psychologist/social worker in the Departme f@u@ﬁk@ralsal As part of your job duties,
you conduct evaluations, one of which | in ¢és &iﬂ aq:msm evaluation, for children ages 3

— 21 who are enrolled in Calcasieu P

S>>

You intend to open a practice, un @&tl\eﬁagg%tlon of a clinical psychiatrist, to provide
autism spectrum assessments to cla dreﬁ ggﬁo are not enrolled in Calcasieu Parish schools,
such as children in daycare ambﬁrﬁ?atg zschool settings. You would provide these services
outside of your normal workn Hours. You would accept referrals from private physicians
or other third-party prov@%@%@"would not accept any referrals of a student enrolled in

Calcasieu Parish schc;&ls ¥ &
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La. R.S. 42: ﬁ‘\I l\@ L}Pa) No public servant shall receive any thing of economic value for
any service, @8 sg%Ject matter of which is devoted substantially to the responsibilities,
programs, Q‘r operatlons of the agency of the public servant and in which the public servant

has palxte“lpgﬁed
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KXQQ SV CONCLUSION
The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that Section 1111C(1)(a) prohibits
you from receiving compensation for autism assessments to any children who are eligible
to receive the assessments through Calcasieu Parish schools, since autism assessments are
included in the operations of Calcasieu Parish schools, and you have participated in those

assessments as part of your job duties. However, you would not be prohibited from
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providing assessments to children who are not enrolled in Calcasieu Parish schools, such
as children in daycares and private school settings.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts
as presented may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of
Governmental Ethics. Please note that the Board issues no opinion as to past conduct and
that the Board’s expressed opinion is limited to an examination of the Code of
Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Acts,
and the conflict of interest provisions in the gaming laws.
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If you have any questions, please contact me at (800)842-6630 or (225)219-5600. -&Oﬁ
N
Sincerely, : Q\NQ. &

David M. Bordelon +°". \gy_ <
For the Board 3
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